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fhe tory ot tbe PiotUle.

"n you are told that more thaD aewnhen thou.and baoD and clooumenh ..re

examined by the researcher. in amuaing data trom whiah to build t e s'tory ot "THE

DRA.MA.TIC LIFE OP ABIWlAJI LINOOW' you begin to understand the 1JmDenaUy ot t 1» sub-
I

Jeot and will appreoiate how ut t rly impolsible it i •. to reduoe it to a br 18t aket ch.

~he lite Biory ot this great and wonderful man it told in detaU. ghing full

value to every event. quoting eftry speeoh. 1~1ng and dooument. wOuld require a

trainload. ot: I.e. booklet. aa tA". am tift hundred reell ot tUm. it Will. imre-

tore, be plain how full ot meat It be the t...lft ree 11 into which thil pioture has

been made.

On the tweltth ot .l!'ebru.ary. 1889. in the midlt ot a territ1c blhzard, .!.brahalll

Linooln was born in a log cabin on aOak Oreek ll'arm, Kentuoky, near the pre.ent town

of Hodgenville. tii8 parenti were Tho... am Nanoy Hank. Lincoln•

.U tbe t1me ot A.braham's birth. ~homas Lincoln was away in Bl1zabShtown buying
Z .

supplie. and. beiDg InowbOUnd by the blizzard, be did not arrive hom until a day after

the nant. when be fO'lDld the gOOd pioneer neighbors loOkiDg atter Yrs. Linooln. the

138W-born babe am their little daughter Sarah.

n Nanoy Hanks went down into U. valley ot t he shadow to bring torth U~ babe

that was to beoome 1Dnonal lbe was alom laTe tor her l1Ule dx-yeaz-old 4a~hter.

arah. and the, liUle oabin oold, dark and without tood. It it had not been tor

180m Enlow. a neighbor leeking ImUer at the Lincoln oabin trom the storm. Thome Lin-

ateI'. Ulil greue beiDg uMd by the rifle n ot tho. da1l to lubrioah their fi &rma •

I/

d1 iDihad of a boUle ot peace and Joy.

enh to tbe w tree state ot Indiam. leUlillg on Ngeon

.!ner a happy childhood in hil humble Keniuoq bo ,.!braham Llnooln. at t

While aiting tor U. atorm to sub.ide. Enlow had sustained the young mother.

l1Ule Sarah and the aby by teeding tmm broth q,de ot wild turk8y grease aD:d ·hot

ooln mlght haTe oome J:Iome to t1 nd a t

of IGTen. 1'8 Ted with bil

..



Creek in U:ae 80.~ rn part of ~h. Ua~e near the pre,ent town of Gemryv1l1e. Here'

llanoy Hank. Lincoln loon afhr died am a ~ear later Thomas Lincoln. UDrlll1~ to lea..

hie ohildren without the guiding hand of a mother. married his old childhood friend.

carah Bush Johnlon. of l1sabethtown. Kentucky. a nqbJa O~st1an won:an of great virtue
"

and lire~th of oharaoter. ~he was a f1Il8 intlueno in the life of Abraham Lincoln. a

faot which maDlY a t 1me he gratefully aUested.

l>u.ring hll ~ear8 .in Indiana ~oq Abraham gNW' ,t rong and at bleUo and 10J2g be-

fore he was twenty he made a tull hand at all kind. ot heaTY wom; ".,& the champion o~

his neighborhood at all sporta of the time. am had read .wry bOOk kJ10Jnl to be wi thin

a radius of fitt7 miles or more.

,~arah Linooln died a few years after her mother and in 1828 Thomas Linooln again

lil~ened to the oall of the pioneer spirit aId trekked with his faDdly td Illinoi••

wlBre they arrived in August and that fall built a oabin in what is now Ooles Oounty.

Abraham broke ground for a Otl'Op the next spring and in the autumn ot that year. 1829.

Thomas Linooln gave the tall boy "his time" and Abraham. with an axe and his few clothes

tied into a bundle. set out to coX1q\8r the world "on hi, own". He .~ruak out west

alo116 an old Indian trail toward Macon Oounty and spent the winter splitting rails in

t~ bottoms of t lB Sangamon diver. 1'hen he conoeiftd the idea ot bUlldi~ a flatboat

and taking a cargo of farm produots to New Orleana. He found a backer, built the boat

aM was then and t~re eleoted to ~i& first office -- oaptain of a flat boat.

On the way down t.be 5angamon to the 1111noi the boat was bung up on the uU.dge

& Oameron mi~ldam at the l1tt le town of New Salem am it was here that Lincoln got hil

first glimp•• of Anne Rutledge, belle of the village aDl ooun'ryside. daughter of John

autledge. of the tamoUi autledge family of~outh 0arolina.

At New Orleans Oaptain Linooln I old hi. oargo and boat to IIdnntage and It was here

that he first oame into oomaot with African llavery at the old alave market. His cousin.

John Haml. who aoooq»anied him, laid that Lincoln"... deeply moftd by the horrors of

the .rlmt and deolaredl "If I ner get a olance to hit that thing It 11 hit it hard."

/



Linooln and H Dka worked tbe 1r paaaage baok to 5t. Lou! b1 !iring a Ihamboat and

walked thano to New ~alem, where Lincoln got a job a. millhaIld at tnt CaIXBron and Rut­

le~ mill and later became a olerk in the store ot M.T. ott~. Here. beoause ot hie

studioul habitl, be be08llle the butt ot the Clary Grove gaDg. a orowd ot, amiable you~

r~d1e. led by the athletio ohaq>ion. Jaok A.rnst r<l1g•. Their tun with Linooln culminated

in a baUle royal inwhioh the tall, gazgl1.JJg 10lmg olerk gaw Armstrong the tr1mm1ng

ot hi, life and stood otf tbe whole ga~•

. eani-1me young lrlneo-ln had become a boarder at Ua nuHedge Tavern and -t.tere II8t

UlI8 lovely Anne who tor SOII8 JU)nths had been engaged to John MoNeil, the oatch ot tbt

community, John beiDg a prosperous II8roblmt-tracier and estimated to be worth ten tboUiand

dollars -- a tortune in those days.

ODe day MoNeil oonfided to An.I18 that his name was not really McNeil but McNaner,

that hi~ parents and family 11 '9&d in New York and that he intellled returning there to

bring them back to l~w balem• He explained his change ot narm as a device necessary to

protect him trom importunities of his poor 1'$lat ions while building his tortune and,

now that he had suooeeded, he need conceal h~s identity no longer.

John went away aDd AIDle never heard from him again. His con"leasion and silence

caused grave doubts in the minds of IDle and her friends and in her distress it was but

natural that the gemle soul should turn to the strong, noble and deeply sympathetic

Lincoln.

Their romance, as unfolded by ~ranoe8 Marion 1n her soenario, is the eetest love

idyll in Amerioan hiltory.

Du.ring t bile days Llmoln had been eleoted to a oaptainoy ot voluntieerl 1n the BJaolt

Hawk ar, where he serwd with effioiency, there being little or no tighting, but a lot

of ..rching and hard work. Upon hi return to New '-alem he tound his partner in the

.tore had drunk up all He stook and Lincoln was left with a debt of 1,100 to P8l1.

"That debt was the greate.t obetaole in uv Ufe." he laid. WI had no way of Ipeou&t 1~
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and oould not earn m01le1' exceplo b1' labor, aDd to earn b1' labor 1,100 besides It'Ii! l1"i~,

seemed the wom of a lifeloime. I wenlo to It'Ii! oredUors am loold tbtm lohalo it lohe1' would

let me a10m I would pa1' them all 1 could earn abow a bare l1;ving, as fast as I could

eamit. " H~ he did it is an index 10 0 hi. charaete r •

In six eks he mastered surve1'iDg suffio1enlo17 to accept a job offered him b1' the

lurveyor ot angamon County and that same year and for four years thereafter bit Wal elect-

ed a repreaenta1i1ve in 1i-he stage legislature at

ever &amed in his Ufe.

.00 ..r dq, mo 1'8 J:lX)D8y than m had

Here he met the great II8n of Us Itate, including hll tuture great riTal in love

and politics, ~tephen A.. Douglas, and he he studied lair and read avidly of the books

in Us state library. Here a180 he developed his natural gift for public speaki~ and

becaq respected in debate and in the OOlmclls ot 10 he st e. ,
In 1836 Lincoln removed to ~pringfiald, and 80 well tad he kept taith with his

oreditors and so frugal17 had he lived lohat he did not have 17.00 to b~ beddi11g for

his room.

~ee him rise from law studenlo to oircuit rider; to cODgressJIan, 184"1-49; to candi­

date tor 10 he United ~tate8 beDate in 1866, when he saorificed himSelf b1' throwing his

I
support to Iqman Trwri:>ull to prevent t.be election ot an undesirable daIldidate.

The repeal ot lohe Jsouri Q.ompromile in 1864 had been to 1l1m a8 a oall ,

to arms to tight against the extenaion of 81aTer1" aId four years later, in 1868, he

ohallenged Senator Douglas to a Joint bat~ on the question ot the da1', am tram A.ugust

to Octo'Ser, these two gladiator. Itaged the most 11oUpendOUl and speotacular poUHoa1 b

llaU le ever tought in &n1' oount rye Linooln was defeated tor the enah, but waS a vic-

tot" in the popular miM, and his oontest had 80 oaught the inat ion of the plain

people lohat he was markBd as the re hlioan candidate for 'president in 1860.

In the me nUme 10 h re had been 10 hreat I 0 f leoe1110n am war, and wbe n Linao ln wal

eleoted P1'e* nt OWl" OJiep n.&.. Douglas in 1860, U8 uth hesUated no lo.~r, but
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began preparations tor t bit at ruggle which Ule leaders on bot h sides had seen comlDg for

years.

Then C&llII Lincoln's lad departure from his old home; his Journey to WasbiIlgton for

hil first inauguration; the gathering of the war olouds; tbe th1'8ah against hil life;

presi~nt at last~

The untried man in tbe hUe House.

The oabal in his oabinet.

-Civi

i.qrioan citizens at eaoh other' 8 throat s~ The divided households -- fathers.

moU~rs, husbaDds. wives, brothers, sisters, sweetmartB, lovers, frienis, at war -- soat-

tered to the four winds~

~h8 tremaDdouB tragedy of the ..-tul atruggle'. ~he clash ot Blue and Grayl

~be ~tar. and >;ltrlpes in deadly baU1e with tbe l;)tars and Bars\

~he marvels ot oourage and selt-sacrifice on bot h s Ides~

The won~r of the Amerioan wCIISn~

:ehe sadnesl, U18 terror, the gallantry, the horror -- the bell ot it alll

Bull Run, Ball's Bluff, iredericksburg, ChanOllloreville\

Vioaburg, Gettysburg, the llderD8SS, (;old Harbor\
.I -

: "

Petersburg, Ari'l8Fo rics, Appomatto:Jt1

At asbington, 8IJi!lniel ouU1de; enemiel inside; protit.ere, treason, waste, dB-

magogu.es, liar1 , thieves and propagandist 1 ~

The lone ly nan in the White House, w1t h burdens too heavy to bear, and in t be midst

of it aU h1a best-beloved- son 18 taken trom him.

The eleotion in the midst ot war, demonstrating th t a republio oan conduot an or I-

ly eleotion in H,D of oivil Itrite\

Then ,,"ppomaHox\'

The surre er\

"
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The lonely man 1n tbe hUe House lII111e. at la.t aId plaDS to rebuild our HOu ot

States"

~he bam plays Dixie" The gallant warrl01'8 111 gray tollOft' their immortal oaptain

to their broken homes.

~he glorious oohorh in blue parade before their victorious ohief\

THE AS&SSnn

The smile fades; the noble head droops 9. U!l great spirit goea to e iva an aocount-

lIlf; of his aUwarQship to tbe Ruler of Dest In1ea'

But haritt A note of triumph rlDgs out along Us sound lanes of the ether to every

Auerloan home 9 to every land and people~ &van the aoolalm ot a united Nat ion raising

to the imperishable memory ot Abraham L1I100 ln a rna tchle8s t ril>u1ie in eternal stone\
'iy

Here ends t~ task of the teller of tales in motion pictures. :rhe lalt reel is

UIlfound. Let Wi tade out.
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REQUEST FOR RETURN OF COPYRIGHT DEPOSITS

Register of Copyrights,
Library of Congress,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Dated

The undersigned claimant of copyright in the work herein named,

deposited in the Copyright Office and duly registered for copyright pro-

tection, requests the return to him under the provisions of sections 59 and

60 of the Act of March 4, 1909, of one or both of the deposited copies of the
~~ ~ .

....................................................~ ~ entitled ,~

................................................................................................................./.2~ .
deposited in the. Copyright Office on. ~~--.2-P-#---- ..and registered

... ~ ©ClL 201 aG e:::'
under Class , XXc., No •...................•

If this request can be granted you are asked and authorized to send

the said copy or copies to me at the following address:

...or

to .

at .

\
'.



This document is from the Library of Congress 
“Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, 

1912-1977” 

Collections Summary:  

The Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, Class L and Class M, consists of forms, abstracts, 
plot summaries, dialogue and continuity scripts, press kits, publicity and other material, submitted for the 
purpose of enabling descriptive cataloging for motion picture photoplays registered with the United States 
Copyright Office under Class L and Class M from 1912-1977. 

Class L Finding Aid: 
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi020004

Class M Finding Aid: 
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi021002 
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